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PEORIA ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

Update your address, phone or email changes

Please notify Dan Son at sonshine1992@gmail.com if you will be getting a new mailing 
address, email address and/or phone number.  It is important that he has your 
personal information correct so you will continue to receive the Starlite and the 
Reflector. 

2026 Meteor Showers & other events: 

The Lyrids meteor shower peaks on the night of April 21-22 of 2026. The moon will be 
a waxing crescent with 24% illumination and set early in the evening. The best viewing 
is in the early morning hours of April 22.10-20 meteors per hour, including potential 
fireballs. Look towards the constellation Lyra after midnight’

Eta Aquariids peak around Mat 5-6 in the early morning hours. The moon will be a 
waning gibbous just 3 days after full moon so it will be big and bright all night.

Comet C/2026 A1 (MAPS) is a newly discovered comet. It will reach perihelion 
(closest to the sun) on April 4th at a distance of .005AU. It is to early to tell if this will be 
a bright comet so we will have to wait and see. It’s closest approach to Earth will be 
April 6th, 2026 at a distance of .96AU.
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Ramblings from the President

Well spring is here and as a result the central Illinois lunar eclipse was clouded 
out..thank you! We are still working with the state of Illinois to put on a new roof at our 
Jubilee site, with talks about redoing the outside wood siding as well. This Starlite has 
a nice article by Eric Clifton on the beginnings of our Decker-Grebner-Van Zandt 
Observatory aka Jubilee Observatory. The mowing season at Jubilee is about to start 
so rev up those motors!

 I again want to thank Sheldon Schafer for 11 years of being Program Chair for 
PAS and doing a great job with finding speakers for members meeting and banquets. I 
also want to welcome Chris Schmidt as the incoming Program Chair and look forward 
to the fall and 2027 season with her. 

We have had a lot of new members join PAS in the last year (30) and I know I 
have not called them all and talked to them. I want to thank you all for joining and I 
want to let you know we have scopes at Jubilee for members to use, we have a 
Seestar S50 smart telescope and a Lunt Solar scope for members to use. We are 
always looking for members to help at Northmoor during the summer Saturday night 
public viewing sessions and I am available to train anyone on these projects. Pay close 
attention to the peoriaastro email group, when the weather warms we will be going to 
Jubilee for Friday & Saturday night viewing and all are welcome and encouraged to 
come out. Members love to share their scope and show you wonderful objects in the 
night sky. 

Take some time to learn, observe and meet our members and have fun!
Hope to see everyone out at the May members meeting.



Jubilee Observatory - The Very Beginning

This photo by multi-decade PASer, Bart Benjamin, shows our Jubilee Observatory over 
50 years ago just after Bill Rutherford and the Forest Park Foundation ‘gave’ the hilltop 
to us.    Later, the Foundation donated ~2500 acres (along with our hilltop) to the Illinois 
Dept. of Conservation to be incorporated into Jubilee College State Park.    We now 
have a 30-year lease to the site, signed by Gov. Jim Edgar, and recently extended until 
the year 2052.

You’re looking west across the feed-lot, which we try to dignify by calling it the 
‘courtyard’. On the right is the skeleton of our current ‘warm-up building.’    (Previously, 
it had been the pig shed … with a couple of feet of a ‘really nasty pork by-product’ 
inside.)    Our building was constructed from lumber salvaged from the barn on the left 
… which was later razed completely to provide an unobstructed view of the southern 
skies, 

The 10-foot dome in the background originally came from NorthMoor Observatory, 
where it had previously housed a 12-inch f/5-f/20 Newt-Cassegrain.    It became the 
new home of the 14-inch reflector (donated by Dr. Phil Holwick). (Later it housed an 
auto-aiming    C14 Compustar (donated by Sam Decker), then a 14-inch Meade 
(donated by ICC) and now a 12-inch Meade LX200.) 

Note the green weeds … 8-10 feet high … behind the dome and which covered most 
of the entire 3-acre hilltop off to the right behind our building … along with about a 
dozen other structures, from pig feeders to corn cribs and other ramshackle barns … 
all of which were eventually either torn down or simply burned down.

Then a couple years later, Dr. Sam Decker offered a donation which led to the 
construction of the 24-inch telescope and the 16-foot dome donated by Art Grebner.



Today, we owe a huge ’THANK YOU’ to Bart, Van, Russ, Darrell, Sam, Art, Scott and 
Barry and many others you don’t even know for giving us the foundations of Jubilee 
Observatory. It was an honor … and a pleasure …. to work with everyone of them to 
turn the hill-top from a debris-strewn, abandoned farmyard into our park for astronomy.

            Eric Clifton
 Jubilee Chairman 1978-20xx (?)

Facts..just the Facts..

Earth is slowly shrinking. Every year, our planet gains about 45,000 metric tons of 
mass from meteorites and dust that falls to the surface. At the same time, Earth loses 
about 100,000 tons of mass through the escape of atmospheric gases.

If you were born after Nov. 2, 2000, there has never been a time in your life when 
every living human being was on Earth at the same time. That date marked the 
beginning of 25 years of constant occupancy on the International Space Station, 
meaning some humans have always been in space since then.

Dimorphos and Didymos, the targets of the DART and Hera missions, are a pair of 
asteroids gravitationally bound to each other. Scientists estimate that as much as 16% 
of all asteroids are found in pairs like this.

Submission of photos / article content for the Starlite: Dan Son
If you have a photo that you would like to submit for the Starlite, please send these to  
Dan Son sonshine1992@gmail.com along with a little write-up about the photo. Photos 
can be from star parties, club events, personal view, etc. Astrophotography is 
encouraged. Also, if you have educational content, tips, techniques, lessons learned or 
how-to articles with photos, we encourage that material for the Starlite. We can also 
put these on out Facebook page if you so desire. 
https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety

The Caterpillar Matching Gifts Program IRA RMD: Brian Hakes
If you are a CAT Employee/Retiree you can gift the PAS through the CAT matching gift 
program.  Employees/Retirees are asked to submit matching gift forms electronically 
via the Caterpillar Foundation website, www.caterpillar.com/foundation. The process is 
easy. Once you made your gift to the PAS you can go online to the Cat Foundation 
website and complete the electronic form, there is no paper involved. Once the form is 
registered with the foundation they will notify the PAS and the treasurer will then verify 
the gift has been received. Because there will be no mailings, the turnaround time for 
the whole process will be negligible. 

https://www.facebook.com/PeoriaAstronomicalSociety
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If you are required to make an annual mandatory with drawl from an IRA you can also 
designate an amount to the Peoria Astronomical Society.  Don't forget that the PAS is 
a 501C(3) organization. 
These are excellent ways to support the PAS and is a great way to help the society 
and the promotion of astronomy in the greater Peoria area. 

Reflector:
Reflector Magazine digital edition is available for download. You may access an 
archive of digital issues from the AL website by visiting:
https://www.astroleague.org/reflector

NCRAL Newsletter: 
The North-Central Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL) is made up of member 
societies... the six states commonly thought of as the Upper Midwest of the USA, plus 
the Upper Peninsula of the state of Michigan. The PAS is a member of the NCRAL.  
Their Region Newsletter, also named “Northern Lights”, has been resurrected and is 
better than ever! The latest issue’s can be read on their website can be found here: 
https://ncral.wordpress.com/newsletter-archive/
You can access the current issue and all other back issues through this link.

Program Schedule 2026
May 6 Meet at Northmoor Observatory, Donovan Park, 7:00 p.m.

Get to know - all about Northmoor Observatory 
Get ready for the start of our public observing season in May
Learn all there is to know about our historic public observatory, including 
the history, and the operation of the telescope. Social time bring cookies.

Inclement weather notice: Monitor email (e-group), local radio stations or PAS 
Facebook Page if a program, board meeting, viewing, or star party may be canceled 
due to weather.  If we determine a risk in the weather, the Society will cancel the event. 
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Smart Telescope Captures
M 27 The Dumbell Nebula by Mike Frasca



M 45 The Pleadies by Mark Hootman



Photos from Members:

Stephens 
Quintent 
by Tim 
McGrath 

NGC 2359
Thors 
Helmet 
by Tim
McGrath



NGC 2237 Rosette Nebula by Linda Groezinger

 The Moon by Linda Groezinger



And from other Instruments:

iras-04302+2247 JWST & Hubble

NGC 6822 MIRI camera on JWST



Virgo Cluster from Vera C Rubin Observatory

NGC 2207 IC 2163 Hubble & JWST side by side images



25 Years ago      Spring 2001  



50 Years ago: missing this issue...does anyone have a copy? Spring 1976































































Planetary Nebula Collage from Hubble
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